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recourse to the imposition of fresh and vexa-
tious taxation.

The war now in course of progress must, of
necessity, cause considerable embarrassment to
the Egyptian Treasury. The execution of works
of public utility will, I do not doubt, have in many
cases to be postponed, and progress in various
directions will have to be arrested. But it is
permissible to hope that the embarrassment
will only be temporary. In view of the thoroughly
sound condition of Egyptian State finance, and of
the large reserve which, but a short time ago, was
at the disposal of the Government, it ought, with
reasonable prudence, to be possible to tide over
the present crisis without any permanent resort
to increased taxation. I notice, however, with
some concern, a report in the local press that
the octroi duty is to be re-established at Alex-
andria. It is a thoroughly bad tax, as it falls
on the articles of everyday consumption used by
the poorest classes. Moreover, it affords very
special facilities for illicit practices on the part
of the subordinate agents of the Government. I
earnestly trust that octroi duties will not again
be incorporated into the permanent fiscal system
of the cotuxtiy.

I have ouly to add that the last chapter of this
work is of lucent composition. The remaining